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 What seems an avalanche of books regarding Christianity is available to the American 
public, most of them frankly inspirational.  The belief in both a Christian God and Christ’s 
unique role as the Son of God is taken for granted in these books, so the bulk of their argument 
consists of ethical observations useful to the Christian believer.  Few of these books may be 
found in used-book stores, but they are available in chain bookstores, Christian bookstores, and 
yard sales and public library sales.  A second category of Christian books, specifically devoted to 
theological issues, is far less accessible in the American book market.  These works are 
justifiably treasured by Christian scholars and clergy who take a serious professional interest in 
the faith they can accept.  But almost inevitably these books once again reflect belief in a 
Christian God and Christ’s unique role as the Son of God.   
 
 What seems, however, to be far less accessible to the American public are books by 
disbelievers, authors who either reject the existence of Christ (rarely today) or who judge Christ 
as a misguided individual whose contribution to western civilization has been fraught with 
dangerous consequences.  These books explore the pagan sources of Christianity as well as the 
dangerous excesses of Christian dogma, for example with the medieval Inquisition, the 
seventeenth century witchcraft trials, and the incessant warfare since the fall of Rome that has 
inevitably encouraged dependence on Christian belief supportive of military aggression. These 
books are almost totally unknown to the average layman, but they do exist, and the relatively 
difficult task for readers who wish to pursue the question of Christian fallibility is to find them. 
For their information is often highly instructive, since Christianity, like any other ideology, is 
seldom best explained by its proponents regarding its weaknesses.  Just as dyed-in-the-wool 
Stalinists are not the best judges of the failure of socialism in the U.S.S.R., died-in-the-wool 
Christian theologians aren’t the best judges of the doctrinal shortcomings that beset orthodox 
Christianity. Moreover, these theologians are not going to disclose the identity of authors lacking 
this impediment, even the few they know of.   Inspirational Christian authors don’t bother with 
the enemy, and orthodox theologians exclude them from their bibliographies. Nor can atheists, 
apostates and the like be found in used bookstores without a good deal of effort.  And for the 
most part, one can only guess why, they won’t be found in either public or university libraries.  
 
 Fortunately, internet book purchase services now make these unspeakable books and 
authors available to customers with the patience to await their inclusion on search lists.  
However, the question remains how exactly they can be identified in the first place? What should 
one be looking for?  Toward easing this task, I offer a necessarily partial list of those books I 
have found useful.  Most are skeptics, deists, agnostics, and outright atheists--some of them (for 
example McCabe and Robertson) both pedantic to a fault and hostile against Christianity.  As 
indicated by coded xxx’s, a few of the included authors are Christians whose expert 
thoroughness nevertheless makes their scholarship useful. 
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Allen, Steve. ON THE BIBLE, RELIGION & MORALITY (Prometheus, 1990). 
_____. MORE STEVE ALLEN ON THE BIBLE, RELIGION, & MORALITY (Prometheus, 

1993). 
 
Angus, Samuel. THE MYSTERY RELIGIONS AND CHRISTIANITY (University Books, 

1966).  xxx 
 
Barnes, H.E. THE TWILIGHT OF CHRISTIANITY (Vanguard, 1929). 
  
Besant, Annie. THE FREETHINKER'S TEXT-BOOK, PART II. CHRISTIANITY: ITS 

EVIDENCES, ITS ORIGINS, ITS MORALITY, ITS HISTORY (1877; Arno, 1972). 
 
Boyce, Mary. ZOROASTRIANS: THEIR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND PRACTICES 

(Routledge, 1979). 
 
Buttrick, George, ed. THE INTERPRETER'S DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE, 5 vols. 

(Abingdon, 1962).  xxx 
 
Georg Brandes. JESUS: A MYTH (Boni, 1926). 
 
Celsus. ON THE TRUE DOCTRINE: A DISCOURSE AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS,  trans. 

by R. Joseph Hoffmann (late 3rd century, A.D.; Oxford, 1987). 
 
Cooper, D. Jason. MITHRAS: MYSTERIES AND INITIATION REDISCOVERED (Weiser, 

1996). 
 
Crossan, John. THE HISTORICAL JESUS (Harper, 1991). xxx 
 
Cumont, Franz. THE MYSTERIES OF MITHRA (1903; Dover, 1956).  xxx 
_____. THE ORIENTAL RELIGIONS IN ROMAN PAGANISM (Open Court, 1911).  xxx 
_____. AFTER LIFE IN ROMAN PAGANISM (1922; Dover, 1959).  xxx 
 
Feuerbach, Ludwig. THE ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY (1841; Houghton Mifflin, 1881). 
_____. LECTURES ON THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION (1851; Harper & Row, 1967). 
 
Frazer, Sir James. THE GOLDEN BOUGH (1922; abr. McMillan, 1950). 
 
Freud, Sigmund.  THE FUTURE OF AN ILLUSION (1928; Norton, 1961). 
 
Hastings, James, rev. by Frederick Grant and J.H. Rowley. DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE 

(Scribners, 1963).  xxx 
 
Helms, R.M. WHO WROTE THE GOSPELS? (Millenium, 1997).   xxx 
 
Henning, Mrs. M. THE HYMNS OF ZARATHUSTRA (Tuttle, 1992). 
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Hoffmann, R. Joseph. PORPHYRY'S AGAINST THE CRISTIANS: THE LITERARY 

REMAINS (3rd Century; Prometheus, 1994). 
 
Ingersoll, Ralph.  INGERSOLL’S GREATEST LECTURES (Wehman, 1964).  In passim.  
 
Larson, Martin. THE RELIGION OF THE OCCIDENT, OR THE ORIGIN AND 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE ESSENE-CHRISTIAN FAITH (Philosophical Library, 
1959). 

 
Legge, Francis. FORERUNNERS AND RIVALS OF CHRISTIANITY: FROM 330 B.C. TO 

330 A.D. (1915; University Books, 1964). 
 
Joseph McCabe.  THE SOURCES OF THE MORALITY OF THE GOSPELS (Watts, 1914). 
_____. THE MYTH OF THE RESURRECTION AND OTHER ESSAYS (Prometheus, 1993). 
_____. THE FORGERY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT AND OTHER ESSAYS (Prometheus, 

1993). 
_____. A RATIONALIST ENCYCLOPAEDIA (Watts, 1948).  in passim. 
 
McKinsey, C. Dennis. THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL ERRANCY (Prometheus, 1995). 
 
Meier, John. A MARGINAL JEW: RETHINKING THE HISTORICAL JESUS (Doubleday, 

1991). xxx 
 
Mencken, H.L. TREATISE ON THE GODS (Knopf, 1930). 
 
Nietzsche, Friedrich.  THE ANTICHRIST (1895; Noontide, 1980). 
 
Paine, Thomas. THE AGE OF REASON (1794, 1795; many recent editions). 
 
Reich, Wilhelm. THE MURDER OF CHRIST (1953; Noonday, 1977). 
 
Reinach, Salomon. ORPHEUS: A HISTORY OF RELIGIONS (Liveright, 1930). 
 
Robertson, J.M. A SHORT HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY (Watts, 1902). 
_____. PAGAN CHRISTS (1903, rev. 1911; repr. of 1903 ed., 1967). 
_____. A HISTORY OF FREETHOUGHT (Watts & Co., 1936), vol. 1, chap. 5. 
 
Rhys, Jocelyn. SHAKEN CREEDS: THE VIRGIN BIRTH DOCTRINE (Watts, 1922). 
_____. SHAKEN CREEDS: THE RESURRECTION DOCTRINES (Watts, 1924). 
 
Russell, Jeffrey. THE DEVIL: PERCEPTIONS OF EVIL FROM ANTIQUITY TO PRIMITIVE 

CHRISTIANITY (Cornell, 1977). xxx 
 
Smith, Jonathan. DRUDGERY DIVINE (Chicago, 1990). 
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Smith, Homer. MAN AND HIS GODS (Little, Brown, 1952). 
 
Smith, Morton. CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA AND A SECRET GOSPEL OF MARK 

(Harvard, 1973). 
 
Smith, Morton, and R. Joseph Hoffmann, eds. WHAT THE BIBLE REALLY SAYS 

(Prometheus, 1989). 
 
Stein, Gordon.  THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF UNBELIEF (Prometheus, 1985). 
 
Strauss, David. THE LIFE OF CHRIST (1835-36; Scholarly Press, 1970). 
_____. THE OLD FAITH & THE NEW (1872; Prometheus, 1997). 
 
Vermaseren, M.J. MITHRAS: THE SECRET GOD (Chatto & Windus, 1959). 
 
Walsh, Michael. THE TRIUMPH OF THE MEEK: WHY EARLY CHRISTIANITY 

SUCCEEDED (Harper, 1986) . xxx 
 
 
xxx = useful references, but from a traditionalist Christian perspective 
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